A 
DECLARATION 


OF THE CAVSES, FOR j 
THE WHICH, WEE FxEptriICk, 
BY THE GRACE OF GOD KING 


OF Bontnra, COVNT PALATINE - 4 
OF THE Rains, ELECTOR A, 
OrTHzE SACRED E M= . j 

PIRE, GCC. #1 

(- 

haue 


ACCEPTED OF THE CROWNE Of | | 

Bontxlia, AND OF THE COYN- | 

| Txrt3s TrhnxnvNIO 
annexed, 


+ (37 
FREDERICKE, By the Graceof GOD, 


King of Boutmra, Count Palatine of the Rurxy, 
EleQtor of the SacredEmPIx®, Dukeof Bavaria, 
Marquifſe of Moravia, Duke of S1xLzs14 and 
LvxEt£M3BYRG, Marquifſe of the Higher and Lower 
Lvsasia&c, TO Arr Potentates, Electors, Prin- 
ces, and States of Chriſtendome, happy Greeting, 


E E make nodoubr, bur allin ge- 


without the Empire, doe now ſuf- 
ficicntly vnderitand the miſerable 
and moft perilous eſtate, into 
which the Kingdome of *B 0#zM1A is reduced, 
being ſo Famous for Antiquitic,and aprincipall 
member of the Sacred Empire , as alſo the 


Countryes thereunto annexed and Incorpora- 


ted, with other bordering Prouinces. Neither 


can they be ignorant of ſuchaQions of One | 


ſion, hoftilitic, and violence, which haue beene 
practiſed within a little time,through continual! 
Rapines, Murders, Combuſtions, Deuaſtations, 
plenrifull effuſion of Innocent blood, violation 
and rauiſhing , both of Wiues and honeſt Vir- 
gins , diſmembring of little ſucking Children, 
wich many other inhumane, moſt Cruell, and 
Barbarous inſolences. In like manner the true 
ſource and originall of all theſe euils, of what af- 
terwards caſued, or may in future time accrue, 
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nerall, refading either within or | 


= | [(2 

molt euidently a MINS? and is ascleare as day, 
both by experience , and the ample Relations 
that haue beene diuers times made thereof; that 
they who by their depraued Councels, and ſug- 
geſtions, haue bene the means to precipitate the 
mightier ſort, intoprefent danger and lofle, arc 
| now themfclues conuinced, euen within their 

owne confciences. And. notwithſtanding the 
| ſuccelle of theſe latter times, wherein ſundry o- 
pinions haue been hatched, about the ſabiect of 
Religion, may make one clearely difcerne with 
his eye, and ( as it were) touch with his finger, 
that according to the veritie of holy Scripture, 
and a Maxime heretofore, held and maintayn'd, 
by the ancient DoQors of the Church, thatmens 
Conſcicnces,ought in no ſort to be violated, yr- | 
ged, or conſtrained; and whenſoeuer men haus 
attempted any thing by this violent courſe, whe- 
ther cpenly, or by ſecret meanes, the if]ue hath 
beene pernicious, and rhe cauſe of great and 
wondertull innouations,in the principalleſt and 
mighticlt Kingdomes,and Countries of all Chri- 
{tendome : Yet fo it 1s, that a certaine extraua- 
gant,and ſtrange kinde of people, hauing diſper- 
ſedthemſelues over Chriſtendome, but eſpecial- 
ly within the Empire, and other Kinzdomes and 
* Countries, bordering and depending thereupon, 


and 
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and having there brought in, and planted a new 
Do&rine, abſolutely tuneſtall and obnoxious, 
to all Potentates,aud Magittrates : nay and fur- 
ther, hauing not onely obtained fauour and ac- 
celſe to great men, bur alſo drawne cotheir own 
bent, both their Councellours,and Ofhticers,and 
generally the moſt Honourable, and opulent of 
euery place, throughthe falſe charmezot a coun- 
' terkeit and masked Sanditie, an in placeable de- 
fire and thirſt , did meruailouſly grow and in- 
creaſe, of perſecuting all thoſe , who were lepe- 
cated from the Romaine Church,yea and rotally 
to extirpate them, it they did not yeeld, and 
come vnder that Juriſdiction, Whereupon, it 
cameto paſle, that notwithſtanding all the good 
endeaupurs, that precedent Princes,and Gouer- 
nours haue bettowed both in the Empire, and 
more eſpecially.in the Kingdome of Bone x1 a, 
tor preſeruation of common Peace, and carying 
an eyen hand between the adherents of the one, 
and th'other Church, conformable to the Con- 
ceflions, and Edits of pactfication , granted in 
tauour of Religion : their Succeſlors for all this 
(more through orbersin{tigation, queſtionleſle, 
then of their owne proper dr{potition ) baue 
vecne vrged fo farre, as to give a large ficld af 
xaug and Libertie 10: thele peſtiferous kinde of 
"2 Tg A 3 | people 
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peoplc and their complices, who entring here- 
ypon intoa full and mayne Carcir, they preſu- 
med ſomtimes ro innouate onething, then ano- 
ther, and not onely by publike writing to draw 
into doubt and controuerfie, but allo really to 
annihilate and make fruſtrate the ſaid Conceſsi- 
ons, liberties of Religion,Pacts,Obligations and 
Oathes, ſolemnly aſſumed for their confirmatis. 
But wee will not heere ſet downe in particu- 
Iſh lers, what hath beene praQtiſed for many yeares 
ſince, and attempted 1n all parts of the Empire, 
' vponthepurchaſc of thigLicence and Liberty; 
| neither in how weake and inſtable manner, af- 
| faires ſtill continue and ſtand : referring our 
{clues herein, to that, which Time ſhall further 
manifeſt by ſufficient firyals and proofes , in 
whatſocuer ſhall be requiſite and con uenient, 
Bur as for the Crowne of Boxt M14, and the 
| Countryes thereunto annexed, wee mult no 
waycs dilſcmblc.ir, and it is very well knowne, 
| 
| 


that according as the light of the holy Goſpell 
ſpred his beames more and more from time to 
cime , the luſtre and repute of the Roman Ca- 
tholike-Religion, hath there beene wondertully 
eclipſed , not without procuring much trouble 
and ſtrife : ſo that finally, it moſt neceſlarily be- 


=: houed to prouide for the maintainance of com- 
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mon Peace and tranquillitic within the Realme, 
and this was cflected by certain permiſſions and 
Licences, to preuent, that diuerlity of Religion 
might not wholly alter or diſturbe a generalland 
peaceable humane Societie, So long as things. 
remainedin theſe indifferent tearmes, both one 
and other patty held themſelues well contented. 

Butthole turbulent Spirits,of whom wee for- 
merly ſpake, hauing no will to conſent to pub- 
like repole and peace , they rather choſe to ha- 
zard and reduce thinges to an vtter extremity, 
then to diminiſh the leaſt tittle of that intention 
which was ſo deeply graucn in their hearts ; 
which was, that all things might come vnder 
the Popes ſpirituall iuriſdition, and ar laſt, vn- 
der the ſecular Dominion of ſome ſtrange and 
forraigne gouernment. All which added more 
and more azrieuances and moleſtations to Reli- 
gion. Andaboue all che reſt, many plots were 
laide to fruſtrate the -Royall Letters and Con- 
ceſſions of his Majeſty , to dimoliſh, or ar leaſt 
ſhut vp,the Evangelical Churches,and Temples 
newly built, to raiſe vp thunderings, and threar- 
nings amongſt the Eftates,to interdit,and atu- 
ally prohibice their lawfull defence, horribly to 
=f/ 200 the poore Subieds , with comminati- 
ons of more terrible Oppreſsion, Inſulcs, with 


lofle 
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lofle of body, Life, and bl befides ſundry o- 
ther in-tuſtices, perpetrated againſt men of cuec- 
ry ſeuerall conditzon. And on the other ſide, 
when narurall and iuſt refiftance, oppoſed theſe _ 
in{olences, or any other meanes which neceflity 

vrgedwnto, as thoſe Maniteſts publiſhed by the 
ſaid Eſtates can teſtifie, they of the contrary par- 
ty, inſtead of referring their cauſe toreaſon and 
equall hearing, proceeded further, by open ho- 
ftilitie, and force of Armes to ſuch a pon, that, 
a good part of the ſaid Kingdom of B 6HE 1 4a, 
and the Prouinces Incorporate,remaynerh now 
diſmembred by Fyer, aud Sword , being( as it 
were) turned into Blood,and Aſhes. Whereun- 
- to, we might ajſo add, that whereas many yeares 
ſince, and eſpecially the laſt paft, the ſaid King- 
dome, and Countryes, haue expoſed their liues, 
and {ubſtance,for the Defence and maintenance 
ofthe Crowneof HvNG a r1t, but aboue all 0- 
ther, of the Frontier Fortifications , againſt the 
Forces of the Turke, a puiſſant, and dreadful! c- 
nemy to Chriſtendome; quite contrary,and as it 
' were, foran accumulation of all euils, the (aid 

places were vafurnifhed both of Men, Artillery, 
and watlike munition, that the ſame might bee 
employed againſt the Bohemian Nation, which 


was appointed,and ordayncd againſt the Turke. 
More: 
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Moreouver,they hauc in the Empire,not onely 
exacted that which remain'd yet vnpayed of the 
olde Contributionsagainſt the Turke : but allo 
vnder a fpeciall pretext of the preſeruation and 


defence of the ſaid places , in certaine Precindts/ 


and Prouinces of the Empre, they haue impo- 
{ed new Subfidics, which being obtayned and 
Collected in a great part, it wa$no wayes 1m- 
ployed to the prztended vie,and end, but rather 
to the ruvne and defolation of the members of 
the Empir2,and their dependances. By meanes 
whereot, one may {ce the Vatintmure, and Bul- 
warke o' Chriſtendome full of holes, and brea- 
ches,ready totumble and fall downe. And this 
' gaue the HYNGARIAN Nation, {ufficient war- 
nm2zto looke to their own-{ecuritie & Defence. 

We alſo ſupple its no lefle generally known, 
with whatcare, afte&ion, and loue,how we and 
other Electors and Princes (yea and ſome tor- 
raine Potentates likewiſe ) by our exhortations 
and interceſſ10ns,haue procured all the beſt Of- 
fices poflible,to quench and extinguiſh that fire, 
which daily ſpread it ſelfe more and morein the 
ſaid Kingdome, and ro deuiſe ſome meanes how 
to preuent a greaterdilaſter. And in truth, no- 
thing would haue been more pleaſing to vs.then 
to ſee thoſe differences and oppoſfitionsaccruing 


between 
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between Princes M12 PH ſoone appeaſed 
and ended by an Admiſſion ot the Eſtates of the 
ſame Countries,to heare and determine theretp, 
as heretofore the laudable and commendable 
Cuftoine was, aud by vs our of 1incere and vit 
ccrall att:&10n in due time Vrged and moued: 
by reaſon that the lutermiſſion ot remote Prin- 
ces and Potentates procured great loſle of rime, 
and very oftcn augmented ſulpicion & diſtrult. 

Bur all preſent circumſtances clearcly mani- 
feſt, what fruit or effe the (aid aduertiſements 
brouzht forth, ſeeing vade. colour of a ſuſpen- 
ſion of Armes, there hath not onely many 
Monthes paſled ouer head, during which time, 
the enemy hath not ceaſed to torage and ſpoyle; 
Bur moreouer vnder ſhadow of deterring it, to 
ſuchan interpoſlition,there hathalſoa long ſpace 
of time ſlipt away: whereas in ſuch dangerous 
and unminent caſes, and when hoftile Adtions 
are dayly re-enforced; we ought eftectually to 
make vie of other more expedite meanes to 
workea ceſlation, for it had bin impoſlible pro- 
hcably. ro haue treated of any Accommodation, 
by way of Interpofition, without firſt ſtopping 
the courſe of the fore-mentioned Hoſtilites,and 
{ecting downe a preualent,and validius ſecurity. 


Beſides all this ( no doubt rather by rhe fug- 


geſtions 


i 
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geſtions of ſome perſons, who having loſt all | l 
hope of attaining their ends and ſcopes by leni- 
tic and mildenes, afpired thereunto by way of 
Armes) they were negligent and careles, tolay 
hold of the 1uſt & opportune occaſion of re-eſta- 
bliſhing the Peace, which after the death ofthe 
Emperour Ma TH1AS decealed,ot laudable me- 
mory, preſented t {elfe ; in that they would by 
no'meanes lend their cares , to the wholſome 
couuſell of good Patriots, nay of perſons conſti- 
tuced in high place and Dignity , to recouer (as 
was molt fit and requiſite) alienated hearts, and 
afteQions : but rather they made choiſe, to fo]- 
low the directions of ſome vnnatural! and dil- 
loyall Bohemians, and of others , either wholly 
ſtrangers or relying and hanging meerly vpon 
them. From hence it ſucceeded, that in ſtead of 
reall ſatisfaction and ſecurity, for that, where 
now they were fo ftritly bound and oblieged, 
nothing was oftered more then promiſes, and | 
Confirmations 1n papersand writings. And by 
the ſame courle,they laboured to pofeſle them- 
| felues of the Kingdome by Armes,to overthrow 
the foundamentall Lawes and Priuiledges of the 
Country, to cneruate the obſeruance of them, 
(though this ſhould be the only platforme of all 
othcr obligations)co proſtitute thoſe Countries, 
B 2 which 
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which haue aprerogatiue of tree Eledtion,to the 
yoake of gouernments Hereditary, and to con- 
clude (at what rate ſocuer) to compalle cttects, | 
cotiformable to their delignes,and vnder colour 
of puniſhing ſome te nocents, to extirpare and 
deſtroy many thouſands of Innocents. VVhercin 
allo,they imployed rhe aſſiſtance of ttrange Na- 
tions, very ill attzted ro all Enangelicall proief- 
ſors; of whom, agreat number, and many thou- 


' fands both Foote and Horſe , yea whole Regj- 


ments at a time , haue marched through the 


. Countries of the Empire, ( alrhough, withour 


couſent of the EleQors, the Emperor himſelfe, 
bath no Authority nor power) r9 conduct rheny 
22ainſt the Eſtates of BOHEMIA, &the Propin- 


.ces annexcd, for the wreaking of their euill afte- 


tion, & toenrich themſclues,with their ſpoyle: 

Bur contrariwile,if roo manifeſt a true inten- 
cion to Peace,they had depoſed Armes from the 
beoinning, remou'd the Authors of theſe trou- 


O O 
bles,prouided for thegouernment of the Eſtate, 


by the aduiſe and cooperation of the Prouinces, 
remidyed ſo many agyricuances,reſtored the vi- 
olated priuiledges, and taken order for their ob- 
feruance , by meaues of a {ufticienr fecuritie, 
(without which all other courſes had bene but 


vaine) they might cafily haue wrought a Peace, 
and 


(11) 
and diuerced greater alterations and changes. 
So tarre they were, from chooſing fo expedient 
and requifirea way, that on the contrary, by ex- 
treame violence they enforced the Tountrics to 
haue recourſe, to tuc't a lawtull and ſpeedy de- 
fence, as GO D and Nature alloweth them, to 
be theirown delitcrers out ot thele extremitics ; 
And to this ett, they erected a generall Con- 
tederacie amongſt them, (but not without Roy- 
all pernuſsion for what paſſed) making hereup= 
on a new Election, for reducing the Eſtate, ro a 
better order and Gouernment, Of all which 
things, the Eſtates of our Crowne. of BOHEMIA, 
and the Countries incorporate, having preſen- 
ted the fFoundamentall cauſes and reaſons,to the 
cyeand view of the whole world, by Dedudt- 


ons ſo ample and cleare, any one nottranſpor- 


ted with palſsion, but imparrially waighing all. 


the reaſons, and Circumſtances, hee may herein, 
afily and equally be able to yeeld a true tudge- 
ment and cen(lure. | 

Yetinthis place, we meane not to charge our 


ſte with ſuch Inferences, much lefle alſo in this 


eſpe, heere to inſert the rightes and immuni- 
lies of the Realme,aſwell in Pe POINC of Free E- 
kRion,as otherwile An in this caſe, we referre 
all men , to the Information and Iuſtification, 
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which the Eftates,haue diuulged and publiſhed, 
True it is, that the Election of a King of Ro- 
manes made not long {inceat Franckforr,tell our 


ar the ſame time. But ſo likewiſe, we very per- 


' fectly carry in minde, thatthen we perſ{waded, 


what poſitbly we could, not to make too much 
hafte therein, but betore all chings,to take coun- 


ſell, for the ceſfation of Armes, and to appeaſe 


the Warre, which now was kindled in ſo many 
partes: cauſing our Councellours to intimate, 


how it was not reaſonable, therein toreiedt (as 


they did) the Depurtes of the ſaid States cf Bo- 


hemia but rather fo to {way and contriue in 


thoſe Conſulrations, that by their meanes, che 
way might be cleare of the Interpoſition, which 
then had bene propounded to them. Though 
our 200d intentions therefore tooke no place, 
and that we were driuen to let the then preſent 
aftaires ro runne their courſe': Yer in all our 
Adtes and Decrees , we expreſly by our faide 
Councellours reſerued to euery one, the priut- 


ledge ro him appertaining z with folemne prc- 


teltation that in nothing we would preiudice 
the Eſtates of this Kingdome, cauling a ſpeciall 
care to be had, of all that, which (according to 
the iudgement of our owne Conſciences) con- 


ccrneth the Liberty, and good of the Empire; 
Not 


(13 

Not as being hereunto iuited by any hope of 
 particuler profit, ſeeing then we had nor the leaſt 
apprehenſion ct {uch things as atterwards enlu- 
ed: but onely 11 that we tore-law ſuch an altera- 
tion and change, -as euenrs have now made ma- 
mfelt.and {o.great ly deluing, that it might bave 
bene auoyded and {hunn'd. 

Secing therefore ihe Eſtates of BOHEMIA, 
and of the Countties annexed, in heir generall 
Aſſembly, vnavimouſly,and with one conſent, 
haue conterred ther Suftrages and Election vp- 
on our Perſon; We proteſt betore G OD, and 
with a cleare Conſcience, that we eucr haung 
lived content, with rbe Eleftorall Dignity, and 
luch Principalities, and Countries hereditary, as 
God imparted tovs, we neuer of our felues a- 
ſpired tothis ſaid Crowne : and much lefle at- 
tained we thereunto, by any ſeductions, or ſtra- 
tagems, euen as thoſe Eltates which EleCted vs, 
may yeeld vndoubred witnes and teſtimony. 

As likewiſe wee had no reaſon, conſidering 
thetempeſtuous, and lamentable Eſtate, of pre- 
feat affaires, but ſurely it had beene farre more 
acceptable to vs, to haue ſeene rhe Peace of that 
Kingdom eſtabliſhed, and wirhall, the [mperiall 
tranquillity, preſexued, and aduaunc'd. For we 


duely waigh and fore-ſce , the Charge, _— 
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" ang;Care which will redound ynto vs, by the 

.continuation of Armes, deuaſtation of Coun- 
 .xries, and other War-like lacommodities. And / 


« there's no queſtion but choſe of ciper iudgement 
wall readily concciue; that to accept the officer of 
a Kingdome,ftanding in fuch like rears, requi- 
red a farre more conltant refolution,then to rc- 
fuſca peaccable Kingdome for which notwitli- 
ſtanding, ſome haue bene ſo highly extolled by 
Hyltoriographers, | | 

Moreouer we boldly auerre , vpon the fince- 
rity of our Conſcience, that 1t we could hae 
tound out any other allured meanes , which by 
our refulall'thereof; might incourinently haue 
extinguiſhed the heate of ſo difattrous a WVarre, 
and entertainedand reduced the Peace pnblicke 
to his true State and exiſtance, ſv that the whole 
Empire might haue been fufficient]y aflured and 
ſecured thereof : the Honours and intereſts of 
this world, ſhonld little haue preuailed with vs, 
but molt chearfully in this caſe, wehad refuſed 
the offer to vs male, and freely imployed out 
whole endeauour and power,to obraine the {aid 
meane,of a generall Peace. Nether did we pre- 
cipitantly entrude our ſelues,vnto this ſo warght- 
ty and important an affaire. For firft;it was after 


an humble invocation of the King of. Rep: 
who 


hy 
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who giuesand takes away Crownes to, & front 
whome he thinkes belt, with zealous Supplica- 
tion & Prayer (1nall this) ro dire and gouerne 
our Spirit and vaderftanding ; And vppon this, 
after having communicated with onr neareſt & 
deareſt Friends, maturely weighing 8& confide- 
ring all the circumſtances; we ſenſibly telt and 
percelued in all this proceeding, the miraculous 
a{li{tziice and prouidence of God, who, thereto 
put his helping and omnipotent hand. Beholde 
now therfore, why wenetther could nor ought 
to oppole herein, his divine & holy will: Andſo 
much the lefle ought we to refuſe this Impoſitis, 
by realon we are abſolutely perſwaded 112 our 
owne Iudgement and vniderſtanding, that the 
ſaid Eſtates of the Crowne of B 0HEMIA, andof 
theCountries thereto incorporate,had wſt cauſe 
and reaſonto attempt this mutation, for the re- 
eſtabliſhment of their libertie and molt ancient 
right of Election, which others went about ab- 
{olutely ro diſanull and aboliſh, by diuers ſtrata- 
gems & deuices. And therfore this occaſion is no 
leſſe iuſt, pious, & commendable, then eafie to 
be-intimared and proued by plentifull examples 


_ of Hiſtories, both facred and prophane. In like 


manner, we ſeekenot to detaine, or take away 
trom any other, that which properly __ to 
| 5Y 
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him, but rather to maintaine and defend thoſe; 
which defcnd the right of Liberty, of Priuiled- 
ges, of royall Gravts & Letters Parents,for a free 
excrcile of the religion of the Go'pell, and other 
obleruances, againlt an vniult & violent oppreſ- 
fon: and to Procet theſe noble Countries, and 
{o many thouſands ot innocent Perſons from 
totall ruyne, ſo farre as God ſhall ſtrengthen our 
arme, anden/arge vpon vs his Graces and bene- 
 dictions : hauing vadouted hope, that whereas 
our fimple intentions ayme inall this, neither at. 
Voluptuonſnes, nor pleaſures, at Honours, or 
worldly riches ; but onely at the glory of God, 
the comfort of the atflicted, the releaſe of the 
Oppreſled,and at the conlolation of fo many de- 
folate harts, whoſe deep ſighs,ſobbes and teares, 
vrged vsto a feelinz compaſlion, that God our 
high arid ſoueraigne Conductor will never for- 
fake,and abandon vs,bur that reieQing all vaine 
thoughts and cogitations of men, he will ſend 
down vnto ys from aboue, his benigne aſſiſtance 
' andayde,with fir and requiſtte meanes herein,to 

execute the Arreſt,and Decrec,ot his ſacred will, 
prouidence,and inexhauſtible wiſdome : where- 
in,if we ſhould come fhorc of our duty,our con- 
{cience would not onely be inwardly wounded, 


but further we ſhould wilfully drawe vpon our 
; ſclues 


(19) 
ſelues Gods Diuine wrath, and puniſhment; 


Morcouer allo con{idering, that if we had re- 
fuſed this divine Vocauon & Dignity, we could 
not pollibly haue auoyded ( eſpecially, with all 
thole thar make profeſſion of the Golpell) the 
imputation and blame, of ſo much blood conſe- 
quenily ſhed, and of all the ſpoyle and waſte 
rac inthe ſame Countries: As alſo if they of 
the contrary party , had atrayned to the end of 
their deſignes (which was co ſuppreſſe the Bohe- 


mian Nation ) it would further mightily haue | 


encouraged them, to employ both againft our 
ſclues, andall the other Euangelicall Eſtates of 
the Ewpire, the Armes they had in hand, to ef- 
fed char, whereunto the boyling malice of their 
hearts, hath hicherto excited them, both couert- 
ly and openly, nay by written impreflions, di- 
vulged and publifhed, not ſparing lictle Infants, 
no not their owne ſometimes.nor illuſtrious Fa- 
milies,with their Countries & Subiedts, as their 
communations haue rhreatned in divers partes; 
Adding further,that if there had not beene pre- 


{ent prouifion made, and that by a prevalent | 


| meanes, for the Kingdome of Bohemia, and the 


Countries thereunto annexed, which are one of . 


the principall members of the Empire, and a it 


were a ramper avainft all externall Nations: . 


C 2 | they 


they had bene in great danger to haue fallen in- 


(19) 


to a Strangers haud, and fually ro baue bene cn- 
tirely cutoft, tromithe body oi the wermaine 
Empire, or at leaſt reduced to fucha Condition, 
T2at they mult needs haue bin the Authors of 


great [nconueniences, directly preiudicial ro the 


4 


Electors, Princes, and States Euangelicall adia- 
cent: Thele circumſtances, I ſay conſidered, we 
could findeoutno other more conucnient way, 
then the preſent reſolution we haue vndertaken. 
Wheteunto wee were likewiſe obliged more 


nearly, by the Faith, and fidelity which we owe 


to the ſacred Empire, through the peculiar inte- 
ec(t of our Eletorall Family, and Principality of 
the ſuperiour Palatinate, and by the hereditary 
Alliances, which the ſaide Principality from all 
Antiquity, hath held with the Crowne of Buhe- 
mia © Protefion and preſeruation whereof, 
the fore-mentioned reaſons to watch the more 
circumſpetly , hoping that eucry man well in- 
form'd ot the Truth, and free trom' all paſſion, 
will rightly 1udge of our Actions, and no waycs 
{iniſterly enterpret them, 

- And this 'was the reafon, why in Gods name, 
for the aduancement of his Glory, for the Com- 


fort of the poore affliated, tor the preferuation 


' of common proſperity, and Liberty, and other 


Very 


W:N (19) 
yery important occaſions , at the humble, and 
ipftant requelt of the Eſtates otthe Kingdome of 
BOHEMIA and the Countries incorporate, di- 
uers times reiterated, voth by writing and Em- 
baſlies directed to vs, as allo by ſerious remon- 
ſtrances to vs intimated/:.that ar laſt we appro- 
ued of the Election of our perſon vnanimouſly 
made, and accepted the Crowne, and Goucrne- 
ment of the Kinzdome of Boxtm1a,and ot the 
Countries annexed. And to this end, we tove- 
ther with the Princeffe of great BR&1TAinz; our 
deare Spoule, haue tranſplanted our ſelues ynro 
this City of PRAG VE, where with the common 
Conſent and Afﬀiſtance of the ſaid Eſtates, we 
haue becne ſolemnly Crowned, and with great 
popular applauſe , collocated jn the Royall 
Throne, which God by his omnipent arnivgra- 
ctouſly cenfirme, and grantvs this gen . ro 
begin and continue our Raigne, that the King- 
dome of Icſus Chriſt, may. ſtill more and more, 
be augmented 1n vs, and our Subtects, and they 
happily,and long time,maintatued m true Peace 
and felicitie. : | 

Sothat once more we proteſt before God and 
the whole world, that trom this tum forward, 
we are firmely refolu'd, not to perſecure or mo- 
lclt, or ſufter to be perſecuted , or molcfted any 
C 3 perſon 
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perſon whoſocuer, for matter of Religion, ns 
not they, which profeſle themlſclues to be of the 


— 


' Romane Church, neither to trouble, or dilturbe 
them ia the exerciſe of their Religion , ſo they 


lige contormably to the Lawes of the States, E- 
dis of Pacification, Royall Letters, and to for- 
mer publicke Grants paſſed in tauour of Religi- 
on. As to ſpeake truth, a good number of rhe 
fide Romane Catholicks within the Kingdome 
of Bohemia and the Prouinces annexed, haue 
voluntarily expos'd and offcr'd theniſelucs by 
Oath,and Subſcription, to that common deten- 
five Contederation Inſtituted between the ſaide 
Kinzdome, and Countries, and by yeelding vs 
their due homage, incluſiuely haue approucd of 
our EleQion and Coronation, | 

We in like manner are determin d, to deuice 
all expedicnt and poſlible meancs, not onely in 
ſhorc tume,to recouer by the grace of God,tran- 


quillicie and Peace, in our Kingdome of Bohe- 
mia and the Countries annexed ; but further en- 
tertain, 8 plant, ſome better correſpondicie be- 


tween the Eſtates and the Empire, and to pre- 
uent all other luconuentences, ſo that the ſaide 
Eftates, cach one in hisparticuler, be mutually 
hereunto afteed, and that no obſtacle be inter- 


pos'd, nor occaſion giuen of greater troubles. 
And 


pſt (21 

And that the ſinceritie our intentions, may 
mote manifeſtly appeare, wee will ever haue a 
care, by all poſlible meanes, to embrace Amitie, 
correſpondence, and friendly Intelligence with 
all Potentates, Electors, Princes, and Eſtates of 
Chriſtendome, but more eſpecially with thoſe 
| thatborder and confine ypon vs : We preſu- 
ming no eſſe of chem, that they will reciprocally 
tcltific the like to vs, aſſiſting vs with their 
- Counſels, and pertormances, againſt all thoſe 
who out of ſome contray Diſſeigne, would ho- 
| lely attewpr againſt vs , our Kingdome and 
Countrey. 

And therefore wee requeſt them, out of the 
fameaficRionand Joue, which we are ready to 
acknowledge towards cucty one of them, in all 
Offices poſlible within our power, and vpon all 
occafions,they may be lied : Wee ding 
it fit and neceflary, in the times wherein we live, 

to manifeſt and make knowne tht ſame to all . 
men, by this our publicke 
Declaration. 


(Giuen in or Royall Caſtle at Prague 
the 7.day of Nonember. 161 9, 


